COMPACT,
yet capacious

Words and pictures by Kobus Botha.

REVIEW: BUSHWAKKA BHOMA OFF-ROAD CARAVAN

B

ig news in the caravan
world is that the Bhoma,
a brand new off-road van,
is currently in production.
We asked Jasper Hewitt,
owner of Bushwakka, to give us a little
background about his new model. ‘I’ve
begun to concentrate on the off-road
caravans. The way I see it, there’s a gap
for a product that’ll meet the needs of
both hardcore campers – the overlanders
– and people who are used to caravan
comfort. The first trailers we built had
either rooftop or ground tents, which
made setting up camp a bit of an effort.
So what was needed was a trailer that
was more a caravan, but without
losing our famous off-road
durability. Plus, people want more
space and less effort setting up when
they’ve arrived at the campsites. With
the Bhoma, we’ve put a lot of effort into
meeting these goals.’

CONSTRUCTION
The chassis is built first and galvanised
to ensure that rust will never be a
problem. It’s then fitted with a
2500 kg axle and 2200 kg leaf springs
(1100 mm), heavy-duty Gabriel Safari
shocks, 15" x 245 Goodyear Wrangler
AT tyres on steel rims and a braking
system. (This caravan’s GVM is
1500 kg). Then the aluminium body is
fitted and all the other parts assembled
to complete the masterpiece. The
Bhoma comes with a 12/220 V dual
battery system, 110-litre water tank

The Bhoma off-road Caravan ready to hit the road!
I mean, off-road...

with pump, a 20-litre jerrycan holder
and a 4.5 kg (No.10) gas bottle.
After picking up the Bhoma from
Bushwakka HQ in Worcester, we drove
to ATKV Goudini Spa. Our Nissan
X-Trail 2.0 dCi 4x4 SE AT towed the
new unit with ease, and we soon
arrived at our campsite for the set-up
and shoot.

SPACE IS EVERYTHING
The nose cone is a big storage
compartment for your groundsheet, tent
pegs, cleaning equipment and other
odds and ends. Fitted under the lid is an

LED light which makes finding things
in the dark no problem.
On the left-hand side you’ll find two
doors, the first of which opens to reveal
the fridge space: here’s where you can
mount your fridge on a heavy-duty
drawer system for easy access to your
cold goods. The next compartment is
for general storage: your ammo box,
toolbox etc. On the other side of the
trailer are two identical compartments,
also used for storage.
Once the caravan is set up, the interior
space is remarkable; in the photo you’ll
see my colleague, Malcolm Cassisa,

Top Left Pop Top roof folded into two stages. Top Centre Malcolm showing the height of the roof. Above Right Interior: Two spacious double
beds and cupboards.
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OFF-ROAD TRAILER REVIEW
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Top The Bhoma’s fold-open kitchen. 1. Fridge slide and general storage compartment. 2. Tightly sealed container locks. 3. Kitchen with a 2-plate gas stove and
working space. 4. Side-folded double bed tent 5. 220V Power outlets with 12 Hella sockets and voltage meter. 6. Moms dream: The wash-up area with hot water.
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demonstrating just how high the roof is.
Behind him is a flip-up table with lots of
room for your legs. In front of the trailer
you’ll see three cupboards, allowing you
storage space for your clothes, toiletries
etc. There are also utility pockets here.

PRICE AND WARRANTIES
The Bhoma retails for R215 000 (all-inclusive besides the fridge) and comes with a two-year
warranty on the caravan itself and a one-year warranty on fitted items like fridges and geysers.

SET-UP
Both sides of the caravan sport large
white panels that fold down to create
space for your bed. These panels are
secured with container locks and are
therefore dustproof and waterproof. At
the rear of the caravan is a swing-open
kitchen which, once swung open, allows
you access to the caravan door.
The roof opens in two stages: first you
undo the top shell by releasing latches
on the outside, then you push the roof
up from the inside. You can secure it
with extra poles if you like, particularly
in very windy conditions. Above the
kitchen there’s a big 180-degree awning
offering a useful amount of shade – and
it also has zip-on sides if you want to
make it more private or keep out any
chilly wind.

KITCHEN
In the kitchen you have everything you
need within arm’s reach: the cutlery,

a gas stove, three 220 V power points,
four 12 V Hella plug socket outlets, a
National Luna voltage meter and the
water tank intake. Next to the stove
you’ll find a large work surface. A gas
geyser provides hot water for washing
your dishes (and also supplies the
add-on shower).

CONCLUSION
This is a great concept, one which will
find favour among many caravaners
over a standard road-going caravan,
because it’ll work well for a tar-road
tour but can also be towed way off the
beaten track. You can truly have it all
with the Bhoma.

Top Malcolm opening the tent fold-open panel
Below The Bhoma’s two fold open double beds

CONTACT
DETAILS
For more information, contact Jasper
Hewitt at 023 342 3438, 082 773 7544
or jasper@bushwakka.co.za. See their
website at www.bushwakka.co.za or
visit their premises at 13 Krone Street,
Worcester, Western Cape.
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